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THEATERS AND
MOVIES CLOSED
BY FLU’ GRDER

All theaters In Illinols, including
moving pleturs h will be clossd
today for an indeflnite period,

The action was ordered last night by
the executive committes of the emerg:
pncy commission recently created to
tombat the influenza.pneumonia epl-
dem!c. It will bs promulgated as g
legauy blndlns order of the state da-‘
partment of public health and will be
enforced by local authorities through:'
put the state, i

In Chicago, Health Commissioner'
Robertson this morning will send a
letter to Aoting Chief of Police Alcock.
wsking for immediate enforcement.

Publio Schools Hers Stay Open.

The commission also agreed to stop
all lodge mestings and night schools,
but the public schools having a system
of medlcal 'fuspection such as that in
Chicago will not be closed.

In the announcement concerning the
theaters the phrase ‘“and all other
places of public amusement” was
used, but probably addluc’na.l rulings
will be required for Its interpretation.

At the request of the commission
Marquis Eaton, president of the Chi-
sago chapter of the American Red
Cross, announced. the decision to the
newspaper mdan, who had been waiting
outside the o¢losed doora for almost
five hours.

Decision Is Unanimous.

" The commission unanimously rec.

ommended,"” Mr. Baton sald, “ that the

(Continued on page 6, column 1.)
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!NFLUENZA CRDER
SHUTS THEATERS,
STARTING TGDAY

Movies and Lodge Meet-
ings Closed; Schools
Remain Open.

1Continued from first page.)

o

1heaters, moving picture shows, an¢

ol other places of publlc amusemeni

bn immediately closed: that all lodge

mectings be suspended until furthe:

ngtice and that night schools be dig
tinued,

* They have considered the questior
of, closlng the public achools in Chi
cago and throughout the state, anc
hgve recommended that for the pres
ext those schools remaln open which
in, effect, have adequate medical su
pdrvisfon, and that the teaching force:
of. those schools so0 remaining oper
sMall cobperate to the fullest exten|
i carryilng out the measures pre
scribed for them by the local health
department to avold a spreading of
thc epidemic.”

. 4 Specific Rulings Later.

'l’mmedlatoly Mr. Eaton was asked tc
interpret the phrase “and all othel
places of public amusement.” He was
saked whether it inocluded the “dr)
cgbarets,” cafés, saloons, billiard room:
and clubs. He and members of the ex:
edutive committeo of the commissior
cqnferred informally. Chester E. Cleve
lmd first assiatant corporation counse

Chicago, who was present, also was
cﬁ:sulted, but no further specifio rul
idgs were given.

“The commission finally took the po

on that there could be no ruling 1
rferenceo to a specified class until th
exact question has been placed befor
the executive committes for decision.

; Members of Oommission.

‘The members of the executive com
mittese who adopted the program out
ltned were the following:

Dr. A, Augustus O'Neill, Americar
Hed Cross, chairman.

‘Pr, C. St. Clair Drake, state directol
of public health. s

;Dr. John DilI Robertson, health oom:

isstoner, Chicago.

Col. Henry I. Raymond, United State:
Army, Central department.

Lieut, Col J. O. Cobb, United States
Public Health service,

Dr. W. A. Bvans, American Pubdlic
Health association.

Ldeut. Commander Owen J. Mink,
chief surgeon of Great Lakes Naval
station, was the only member of the
committes who was absent,

* All Members In Sesslon.

The meeting, which began at 3
in the afternoon and did not adjourn

tll about & o'clock in the evening,

followed a closed session of the entire
commisgion during the morning. Al
the earlier meeting all phases of the
ppasidble *“ closing ” of Chicago and the
st of the state.were, discussed.

There was no announcement of the
tfend of opinion at the bigger mession,
blit it was sald thers wers advocates

the closing of both saloons and
urches. The church question, it was
rpported, was put off by a deciston
that it can be taken up for final dis-
position Iater in the week, whils the
action takeh was urged as necessary
a} once.

1 There was a manifest desire to avoid
any unnecessary interference with theé
Jidberty loan campalgn.. The closing
of the theaters will check one phase
of the work, but the way is open for
meetings devoted exclusively to the
loan or to similarly patriotic purposes.
RAimilarly conventions, banquets, and
similar gatherings go far have escaped
the ban. Nothing has been said
against football games and other oute
door events,

Tho effect of olosing thess amuse-
ments {n Chicago brought a wide vari.
ance of opinion. Estimates of the
finanecial loss to the owners nad
others involved differed extremely. As
to the number of people thus thrown

out of work, there was some agree.
ment. It was estimated ths big thea-
ters in the downtown dlstrict now pay
salaries to 650 persons, Including every
one from star to chorus man.

In addition there are hundreds of
employés of the movies, the number
of those theaters being estimated as
§00. All concerts and musical xu’falra
also are affected.

: Police Benefit HH.

One of the big shows hit is the Po-
licemen’s Benevolent assoclation’s pre-
sentation of *“Oh. Bov.” at tha Aundl

torlum. About $80,000 worth of ticket:
were sold in advance of the opening
last Sunday night, and it IS expectec
that later dates will be announced for
the remalning performances.,

“The Crowded Hour,” said by the
first nighters to be the finest of the
war plays, with a particular triumpl
for Miss Willett Kershaw, suspended
at the Woods after one performance
and will awgit the abatement of the
epldemic. “Rock-a-bye Baby,” sched
uled for the Garrick, wilt depart today
for a tour to adjacent cities,

The meeting of the National Cathollc
War council, which opens at the Olym
pio today, will not be interfered with.
Archbishop Mundelein is to make a
brief address. .

The conventlon of the Illinols State
Federation of Labor at Bloomingtor
has .been I{ndeflnitely postponed, and
the meeting of the International Asso
clation of Dairy Inspectors at Wash
{ngton has been cancellud.

“Pribune” Brings Mayo's Help.

Dr. W. H. Mayo of Rochester, Minn.,
wired DPr. A. Augustus O'Nelll last
night that Dr. Rosenau, of the famous
Mayo institution, will leave for Chi:
cago today for consultation with the
Chioago influenza commission tomor-
ToW,

- *J read this morning in TA®p TRr®:
UNE," Dr. O'Nelll sald, “ that the Mayos
had developed a vaccine of great value
In treating influenza. I wired to Dr
Mayo at once asking him if we ocould
got some of the vaccine, or if we oould
have his help in consultation. His
reply, sending Dr. Rosenau to us, is
the direct result of THE TRIBUNE'S
story. It may save many lves.”

No Improvement in Chicago,

The Chicago situation yesterday,
with 2,863 new cases of influenza and
pneumonia reported during the pre-
ceding twenty-four hours: and 418
deaths ascribed to thoso two diseases
luring the same period, failed to ahow
fmprovement in spite of the fair
weather.

At Camp Grant indications were the
juarantlne can be lifted next week.
Only thirty-seven new cases developed,
wnd 111 patlents were discharged from
he hospital. There were twelve deaths
luring the day.
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