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' To,a seasort whidklalready |
‘has produced lofty. perform.| °
ances of Beethoven's Ninth
: Sstnphony and Hon’egger‘s “A
mtmas Cantata” Fritz
Thursday night added

the powerful "Algxander Nev- !
skyv” cantata of Prokofiet. 1

And a Missa Solemnis is still
to come. as a crown to this!
vear of choral masterworks.
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THE FEVER and excite-
ment latent in this muscular’
music origially part of the
score for the Sergei Eisenstein
movie, wzs brought out by
Reiner gradually with a slow-
fuse sort of detonation.

The climactic “Battle on
the Ice” was approached
with expansive ealm and de-
Iiberation, and thus zroused
the audience’s martial blood
properly.

A conductor who 1iries to
piie ciimax after climax inio;
this work can never achieve
the hair - raising thrust that
Reimer drew from Margaret|
Hillis's Chicago Sytphony,
Chorus at such a moment. No
one can write a march like
Prokofiev, and it was grand 1o
hear this ohe plawed with
power but without hysterics,
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THE CHORUS, although |-
called on for less heroic vocal
effort than in some other
warks it has sung.’ produced a
pleasing sound in: all voeices,
and a more homogenegus tone
than at any tife’since Miss
Hillis began her missionary
wnrk in Chicage.

The mezso-soprano sola

lind Elh.s s young hady who
has been knewn to us chief-
Iy through secondary roles
with the Metropolitan Opera.

Her voice is not of sufficient
size or range for such solo
efforts as thig (she displayed
2lmost no audible lower regis-
‘er at all) but her upper tones
Woere pretty ough.
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FORTUNATELY her vocal
part immediately followed the:
“Battle on the Ice” and the
lack of nuance with which she
«ang all evening was not as
annnying here ax in the * Pnem [
nf Love and of the Sea”
Chausson. which <he c(&a\ed
bef4re intermission. i

Subtlety  of interpretation
and mood - serting are every-
thing in this musie Miss Elja<
was not bad. but she is net
the girl for this part.
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NOTE: Fritz Reiner, all bu:
silenced by a sore throat. 1¢.
hearsed the orchestra thic
week using a microphone. He
has promised its glum and ¢m-
bittered fnembers that as soon
as his voice returns he wit
explain more fully his-arca-«
reasons for calling off, the
European tour.

Many ‘outsiders whn have

n hopefuily searehing fnr
such explanatiéne also wish
Fis vnire a speedy Tecovery.




